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When you last got in your car and drove to the store - did you even think about all the things that are

working in sync that help your car go? Gas, sparkplugs, catalytic converter, carburetor, computer

systems, cooling systems, transmissions, gears, oil, etc. No. Most likely you don't think about that

until the car stalls out in the middle of busy traffic and you suddenly have to search through the card

catalogue of your mind thinking: "Okay, if the car spews black smoke and the engine won't turn over

and the doo-hickey doesn't seem to be connected to the whatsis - then I have to..."When you watch

a film do you realize EVERYTHING that went into the process of making it? If you're like most

people you define films by two things: Actor and Director. Maybe if you're a writer like me you add

the screenwriter into the mix. But for most people it's: "Oh, that's that Meryl Streep movie!" or "I've

heard it's one of Scorsese's best films." You certainly don't think: "Oh, wow, I think I'm going to go

see that Jerry Bruckheimer production." We often don't think about everything that a producer does

- but, more to the point: The producer does EVERYTHING.In Maureen Ryan's book, she details

EVERYTHING a Producer does from searching out the script, attaching the talent, massaging the

budget, scheduling, setting up locations, calling in favors, assisting in shooting (possibly being an

extra) to coordinating the post production and working through distribution. See? EVERYTHING.The

book is broken down into chronological chapters detailing the life of a film and she uses

conversations with some producers to help make her points.
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